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DECISION MAKING SKILLS | GATHERING INFORMATION

Where would you go to find information that could help you with the following
situations? List as many sources as possible.

1. You have to write a research paper for history class.

2. You are writing an editorial for the school newspaper on a problem in your
community.

3. You are searching for a part-time job to earn money.

4. You areinterested in getting to know and possibly dating a new student in the
school.

5. You are buying a new stereo system.
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

BOOKKEEPER, 31 YEARS OLD

Hidden Biography

You have invented a machine that converts any plant into gasoline. You love sports of
all kinds. You are an excellent fisherman. You are a convicted felon.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

SECOND-YEAR MEDICAL STUDENT

Hidden Biography

Despite being a gifted student, you have learned that you will be expelled because you
fell behind in your studies due to time spent on political activities. Your family has spent
nearly all the money it has on your education. You are an excellent sculptor and artist.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES
INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

FAMOUS HISTORIAN, 42 YEARS OLD

Hidden Biography

You have a photographic memory. Since you are well read, you are knowledgeable
about history, carpentry, and handiwork. You are married with one child. Your spouse is
a United States Senator.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES
INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

THE FAMOUS HISTORIAN’S 12-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER

Hidden Biography

You are a top student, a talented flutist, and a competitive gymnast. As an only child,
you are used to a great deal of attention from adults. Adults enjoy your company very
much. Sometimes, you have difficulty getting along with other children your age.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

MOVIE STAR

Hidden Biography

You are a computer wizard. Your first starring role in a movie is to be released in two
weeks. You have written three hit songs under a stage name.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

BIOCHEMIST

Hidden Biography

You are antisocial. You can’t stand to be around people. You are bitter about a recent
divorce. You write poetry in your spare time.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

MEMBER OF THE CLERGY, 54 YEARS OLD

Hidden Biography

You have just learned that you have one year to live. You recently returned from a
world conference on religions, where your keynote speech was widely acclaimed. You
worked on an oil rig while you were in college.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

OLYMPIC ATHLETE IN TRACK AND FIELD, WORLD-
CLASS TRIATHLETE

Hidden Biography

In order to compete, you have taken performance-enhancing drugs. You are a
vegetarian and can’t stand the sight of meat. You have a strict training and diet
regimen. If your routine is disturbed, you become aggressive.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES

INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

COLLEGE STUDENT

Hidden Biography

You are an engineering major. You can design and build many types of structures using
whatever materials are available. You are also very knowledgeable in electronics and
how to repair them. You are known at your school as being a social climber, and you
only associate with the “in” group.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

HIDDEN BIOGRAPHIES
INSTRUCTIONS:

You are going to role-play one of the characters based on the biographical infor-
mation below. You are not to tell anyone, including other characters, about
this additional information. If you are asked a question that is not covered by
this information, you may make up your own answer that is consistent with the
character. Write that answer in the notes section below. Always give the same
answer to the same or similar questions.

FIREFIGHTER

Hidden Biography

You are a health fanatic and very strong. You are known to be very helpful to people
who know you. You recently won an award for a program you created for children
experiencing homelessness.

NOTES:
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FALLOUT SHELTER

BIOGRAPHIES

Bookkeeper, 31 years old
Second-year medical student
Famous historian, 42 years old
The famous historian’s 12-year-old daughter
Hollywood star, actor/actress
Biochemist
Member of the clergy, 54 years old
Olympic athlete in track and field, world-class triathlete
College student

Firefighter
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DECISION MAKING SKILLS | EXPLORING ALTERNATIVES AND CONSIDERING CONSEQUENCES

You have just won $2,000. You've wanted to buy a used car that a neighbor
is selling. The last time you asked, the owner said she would sell the car for
$1,995. You know what money you have saved and what you earn weekly.

On the chart, list the positives and negatives of buying the car.

Positive Consequences Negative Consequences

1. Expected
Consequences

2. Unexpected
Consequences

3. Unexpected
Consequences
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DECISION MAKING SKILLS | MAKING AND EVALUATING DECISIONS

EVALUATING FALLOUT
SHELTER DECISIONS

Directions: Using a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being extremely poor and 5 being
outstanding, evaluate the work done in the fallout shelter simulation.

Score for the Score for the

Decision Justification Comments

Group Members
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EVERYDAY HEROES

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON LIVING

Tiffany Culy urges teens to become organ donors.

When she started feeling sick to her
stomach, Tiffany Culy figured it was the
flu. But a few days later, the Saline, Mich.,
teen woke up with yellow eyes and yel-
low skin and an “unbelievable pain” in
her belly. Rushed to a hospital, she began
slipping into a coma.

Tiffany had Wilson’s disease, which
was destroying her liver. Doctors said
she would die without an immediate liver
transplant.

After reviewing four possible organ
donations, surgeons were able to find
a liver that would work for her. Tiffany
spent three months in the hospital. Now
19 and a freshman at Hope College in
Holland, Mich., Tiffany is so healthy that
she competed in two swimming events.
She also has become a crusader for organ
donations.

“Over 61,000 Americans are waiting
for a lifesaving organ transplant,” Tiffany
says. And an average of 12 Americans die
each day waiting for a new liver, heart,
kidney or other organ, according to the
nonprofit Coalition for Donation.

*Reprinted with permission from React magazine.

Tiffany gives talks at schools and for
youth groups, telling kids that needing an
organ can happen to anyone. “It took me
totally by surprise,” she says.

Tiffany tries to dispel myths about
organ donation. For example, she says
celebrities are not put at the top of the
list for donations. “And there is no black
market for stolen organs.”

Tiffany says she got a liver because “I
was basically healthy and my chances for
survival were good.” When deciding who
gets an organ, the coalition says it does
not take into account race, gender, age,
income or celebrity.

Becoming a donor is simple, Tiffany
says. “All you really have to do is tell
your next of kin, because that’s who will
be asked at the time of death. You can
also sign up when you get your driver’s
license.”

And you shouldn’t wait. “Even though
you're a teen, you're not invincible,” she
says. “Talk to your family. Tell them you
want to save someone’s life.”

—Nancy Vittorini
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